Blunt but bashful___ | 
‘Mr. Republican’ George Henriksen turns 70 today 


By PATRICK WEBB 


Call him “Mr, Republican.” 

Ask anyone to describe him and 
you'll get a rainbow of replies, Fast 
talker, hard worker, bad driver, 
proud father. 

They're all labels George 
penrikseD scents, although he'll try 
10 focus on the last in an eff 
talk about himself. one 

Henriksen is 70 years old today 
and can look back on a colorful 
lifetime of service to the community 
of Camas- Washougal. 

Henriksen was born in 1914, the 
older child of Jorgen and Frances 
Henriksen. Jorgen emigrated from 
Denmark to Minnesota then came 
west and opened a_ geneval 
merchandising store in Washougal 
with his brother Henry. Frances, 
Jorgen’s former pen pal from 


at’s 
eople 


An occasional 
series of features 
on Camas and 
Washougal 
personalities 


Brooklyn, N.Y.. was founder of the 
original Camas-Washougal telephone 
company. 

Growing up in Washougal 
Henriksen played the sousaphone 
and participated in all sports. On 
graduating in 1932 he remembers 
goofing up his valedictorian speech. 
The closing line “As you sow, so shall 
ye reap” has been his philosophy 
throughout life. 

Going to college in Bellingham, 
Henriksen soon decided he didn’t 


"_want to be a teacher. After the first 


quarter he returi enroll- 
ed in the North Pacific Dental and 
Pharmacy College in Portland, grad- 
uating with honors and was a teach- 
ing fellow at the college while work- 
ing at a Portland pharmacy. 

In one class he met a trainee dental 
hygienist from Pasco named Ellen. 
“We were married at 10 a.m. and I 
taught a class at 11:30 a.m.” recalls 
Henriksen of their wedding day in 
1937. c : 

Henriksen went into partnership 
with Ray Bachelder at ‘Camas’ 
Economy Drug for eight years before 
moving to the new One-Stop 
Shopping Center. built by Mickey 
Schwary, and starting the Save-on 
Drug store in 1948. He finally retired 
this year, although he's keeping up 
his pharmacy credentials in case he’s 


He made his home a few blocks 
away on NE 4th Avenue and 
pressured the city of Camas to annex 
the One-Stop — and his home so his 
children could attend Camas schools. 

From staunch Republican and 


Catholic stock Henriksen wears his 
politics but not his faith on his sleeve. 

He was a state committeeman for 
the Republican party in the early 
1950s and served as Clark County 
committee chairman, 

He traveled to Chicago in 1952 for 
the national Republican convention 
when Eisenhower beat Taft, then 
again to San Francisco when Ike was 
reelected in 1956. 

He said his job as a pharmacist 
kept him from running for office 
himself, although this has never 
disappointed him. 

“I always believed in two things,” 
he said. “Good government for adults 
and a good education for the 
children. 

“As long as we have the right 
people in office I have felt that it 
behooved me to help elect the 
Officials that serve those two 
purposes.” 

His interest in international affairs 
began with involvement in the 
American Field Service. Later his 
hobby of traveling took him around 
the world. 

Issues of the Camas Post during 
the 1950s and early 1960s carried 
Henriksen's name every week. As 
president of Kiwanis and the 
chamber of commerce he was active 
in several civic programs. 

He also chaired the Camas school 
levy campaigns for many years, 
including the drive to build the new 
high school. None failed. 

“I was everything to everybody, 
saving the world for Democracy 
while Ellen stayed home and raised 
four exemplary kids,” he beams. 

“I was just a gung-ho civic 
enterpriser,” he said. “I was reaping 
the rewards of free enterprise and I 
felt an obligation with four kids in 
school to do ail I could to help to 
improve the schools. 

“[ felt duly obligated to the 
community. It’s been good to me. We 
always had a prosperous business and 
I felt 1 should plow back some of 


mer county commissioner Fred 
Weakley, back in Camas after more 
than 15 years away, benefited from 
Henriksen’s ability to run an effective 
political campaign. ; 

But the Republican party wasn’t 
top priority, despite his public image. 
“His family and church come first, 
said Weakley. “Then politics.” 

“He is known as Mr. Republican, 
said long-time friend Hugh Knapp. a 
Camas attorney. “He's a livewire — 
very energetic and a fun guy, to be 
with.” 

Knapp says Henriksen’s children 
are his pride and joy. “He is notable 
for producing brilliant offspring.’ 
said Knapp. “He's got a doctor, a 
lawyer, a druggist and a mayor. How 
many fathers can say they have 
produced anything like that? 

As a speaker Henriksen’s prowess 
is renowned. Just about everyone has 
a Henriksen story about how his style 
and humor as emcee enhanced civic 
events in three decades. ie 

“He just talks and acts up there, 
said Weakley. “At the annexation 


birthday today. He can look 


LIFE’S FUN—George Henriksen of Camas celebrates his 70th 


back on a colorful life as a 


pharmacist, civic leader and campaign manager for several 
Republican party candidates. Henriksen is reluctant to talk about 
his success stories except his four children who include a 
pharmacist, a doctor,|a lawyer and a mayor. POST Photo by Patrick 


Webb. 


hearing he wasn’t going to say a 
thing. He said he was just going there 
to. listen. But he had to get up and 
pan the county commissioners for the 
things they‘d done.” 

Despite decades of involvement in 
politics, Henriksen never had the. 
desire to run himself. 

Weakley. twice county 
commissioner thanks to Henriksen’s 
campaigns, said: “He never held 
office. | don’t think he ever wanted 
to. He had a business to take care of. 

“He just wanted to help the rest of 
the people get clected. He sure did a 
good job of that.” 

Cumas businessman Stan Nystrom 
has worked with Henriksen on 
Republican campaigns and civic 
projects, including the 1958 
revitalization program by the newly 
merged Camas-Washougal Chamber 
of Commerce. 3 

“He's the easiest guy in the world 
to work with.” said Nystrom, “Every 
time you work with George you 
know that he will do 90 percent of 
the work.” 


Members of the old , Camas: 


Washougal Kiwanis Club begin their” 
oo George was president 


not to overshadow 
anyone else’s achievements. It's just 
that Henriksen’s energy helped to get 


SESE 


more things done during his reign. 

“No other person in my memory 
has contributed so generously of his 
time to significant causes In Camas 
and Clark County in 35 years, Hal 
Zimmerman said of Henriksen. 

“His work on school levies and 
bond elections helped build schools; 
his work in Kiwanis Club brought 
great recognition to the local organt- 
zation; his political efforts helped 
elect governors, presidents, legislators 
and mayors. 

But he has also been a hard work- 
ing pharmacist, a counselor of many 
people, an inveterate sports fan, and 
probably the master of ceremonies 
with the greatest sense of humor the 
community had in the 1940s, 1950s 
and "60s. 

“A man who is enthusiastic about 
life, who tackles each project with 
vitality, who is a leader because he 
inspires people—that’s George. He's 
incomparable in the political cam- 
paigns, and I cherish him as the num- 
ber | First Citizen of this community 
over the past quarter of a century.” 
said Zimmerman. : 

e only subject fast-talking 
Henriksen isn’t comfortable 
discussing is Himself. He's always 
anxious to change the subject and his 
eyes moisten when called to recount 
the successful careers of his four 


children. He also has eight 
grandchildren, 
His oldest daughter, Joanne 


(Coco), is married to Judge John 
Skimas and the only one of the four 
to pursue pharmacy. A former Miss 
Clark County, she started the 
tradition of attending the University 
of Washington, where she was on the 
swim team. 

Older son George (Bub) was an all- 


- State guard on .the 1957 football 


team. He practices as a psychiatrist in 
Everett after medical training at UW. 

Younger daughter Nan made 
history in 1983 when she beat the 
incumbent to become the first 
woman mayor of Camas. 
Valedictorian at Camas High School. 
she went Om to the UW where she 
excelled in business. 

The fourth. John. was also 
valedictoriam ar CHS and an all-state 
basketball star After undergraduate 
work at the UW he eained his law 


degree from Willamette University 
then joined the US Navy. Working 
with the Pentagon, he is a leading 
authority on the “Law of the Sea. 

The family holds him in the highest 
regard. Mayor Nan inherited his 
energy. “He's a great guy,” she said. 
“A real role model and always there 
when I need him.” f 

Henriksen’s gsc 
reputation has meant some tou 
talking, especially when. he's been a 
lone voice out of sync with the party 
or society leadership. : 

“Sometimes you just have to do. 
what's unpopular. You have to stand 
up and be counted. Sometimes those 
are the proudest moments of your 
ife.” 2 
At 69, Henriksen has had serious 
health problems in the last 25 years _ 
and privately confirms that twice he’s - 
had the last rites when some experts 


eS et ee 
‘goon the _ 
rampage at times 
... love America 
and / do my little 
bit to hold it 
together’ 
— GEORGE HENRIKSEN 


didn’t think he'd pull through. 

This has given him a new 
phiicsoptiy: “Every day is a good 

ay.” 

Henriksen said he probably hasn’t 
an enemy in the world and attributes 
that to his mother’s teachings. “You 
don’t have to agree with a guy but 
you can respect him.” 

Sometimes he’s at a loss to describe 
why he has done what he’s done. “I 
go on the rampage at times.” he said 
without a hint of apology. “I'm a 
little bit strong on my convictions,- 
Ellen says. 

“My only reason for working is [ 
love America and | don’t know how 
" ee pied together. Therefore | 

id my little bit wii i 
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